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As you know, this 2014-2015 school year is the year that Orting, along with all districts in the state, will be assessing 
students using the Smarter Balanced Assessment – the assessment for the Common Core State Standards.  
 
This assessment has three components: 
1. Formative assessments (the Digital Library)  
2. Interim assessments 
3. Summative assessments  
 
The first two assessments are for teachers to use in their classrooms with students, with PLCs, as district/school 
benchmark assessments and for professional learning.  
 
The first component being released is the Digital Library. It is available in October! 

What is the Digital Library? The 
Digital Library is a critical component of the 
Smarter Balanced system of assessments and will 
include a variety of resources to improve day-to- day 
teaching and learning. The Digital Library offers 
professional learning resources and instructional 
materials—like lesson plans, units, and learning 
modules—for educators to use daily with 
students and staff. Resources span K-12 (Yes, 
Orting kindergarten, first and second grade are 
included!) and are aligned to Washington State 
Learning Standards for English language arts and 
mathematics (CCSS). Resources are also aligned to 
formative assessment practices.  

How do we get access? We 
(Marci and Jill) are enrolling teachers. Once you get the email from Smarter Balanced, please open it and follow 
directions to change your password and activate your account. This will be the same single-login for all your Smarter 
Balanced work.    

How do I use the Digital Library?  
Just click on a resource to read about it, then download for immediate and future use! Once you are registered to access 
the Digital Library, you will have the ability to view and download hundreds of resources at all grade levels for 
immediate and future use. The following slides are helpful in learning how to navigate the Digital Library:  

 Getting Started (PPT)  

 Finding Resources (PPT)  
 Navigating Resources (PPT) 

 
 
These materials are designed to help us prepare all students for college, careers, life. Thank you for your work and 
commitment to students!  
 
Marci 

Dr. Marci Shepard 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Getting-Started-in-the-Digital-Library.pptx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Finding-Resources-in-the-Digital-Library.pptx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Navigating-Resources-in-the-Digital-Library.pptx

